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Women'’s Rights in Turkey: What You See Is the Top of the Iceberg

The presidential decision on March 20th, at midnight, declaring that “ Turkey has withdrawn
from The Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against
Women and Domestic Violence”, commonly known as I stanbul Convention, hasled the

inter national community to turn their gaze upon Turkey once again. Thedecision itself isa
violation of the Constitution, since Turkey’swithdrawal from an international convention,
which was unanimously accepted by Parliament, cannot be decided by one person by law. Of
cour se, therule of law has never been the strong suit of AKP governments. It’simportant to
acknowledge that this outrageous decision, that was taken by the president of a country
wher e violence against women and L GBTI, femicides and hate crimesincrease
unprecedentedly, was not an isolated one; rather, it isonly one phase of a series of systematic
steps taken towar ds creating a society where gender equality isno longer an “issueto be
worried about.”

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate
then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing
functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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