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Joint Statement: Stop the repression of students in Bangladesh!

The undersigned Asia-Pacific left parties and organisations condemn the violent repression of
the peaceful protests by students in Bangladesh.

These peaceful protests were sparked by the killing of two students â€” and critical injury of several others â€” by a
speeding bus in Dhaka on July 29. The students began protesting the poor regulation and corruption of the transport
sector but they were violently attacked by police. Gangs of armed thugs were allowed by the police to attack the
students with machetes and other weapons and sexually harass female students. More than 100 students have been
injured.

Schools have been closed and university campuses have been under siege by police.

Reporters and photographers covering the protests have been attacked and an award-winning photographer,
Shahidul Alam, 63, has been arrested after he gave an interview to Al Jazeera.

We call on the Bangladeshi government to:

– immediately stop its repression of the student protests;

– stop allowing and encouraging criminal gangs to attack the students:

– end its siege of university campuses, and to:

– release Shahidul Alam and all student protesters who have been arrested.

August 8, 2018

 Endorsed by:

1.Socialist Alliance, Australia

2. Socialist Party of Malaysia (PSM), Malaysia

3. Awami Workers Party, Pakistan

4. Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist), India

5. People’s Liberation Party, Indonesia

6. People’s Democratic Party (PRD), Indonesia
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7. Partido Lakas ng Masa (PLM), Philippines

8. Partido Manggagawa, Philippines

9. Partido Manggagawa-Kabataan, Philippines

10. Latin America Social Forum in Australia

11. Socialist Action, United States

12. Socialist Alternative, Australia

13. Left Voice, Sri Lanka

14. Communist Party of Bangladesh-ML(CPBML)

15. All India Union of Forest Working People (AIUFWP), India

16. Radical Socialist, India

[Any other left parties in the Asia-Pacific that would like to endorse this statement should email int.psm@gmail.com]

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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