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First as tragedy, then as farce? AUR and the long shadow of fascism in Romania

In the current political climate, witnessing an ascendance of far-right parties across Europe,
and a more general shift to the right in mainstream politics globally, Romania was often
pointed out as an exception in this respect, certainly when it came to the area of Central,
Eastern, and South-Eastern Europe. Since 2008, when the Greater Romania Party (Partidul
România Mare, PRM) failed to meet the 5% electoral threshold for entering Parliament,
there had been no far- or radical-right parties in the Romanian Parliament. As of the 6th of
December, the date of the latest legislative elections, the ‘Romanian exception’ is no more.
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