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Solidarity with the Collective Against Islamophobia in France

In the wake of two brutal attacks in France [1], French President Emmanuel Macron has
launched a nationwide campaign vilifying Muslims. [2] Despite a surge in Covid-19, thousands
took to the streets to speak out in Paris last week. According to France 24, “police fired water
cannons and tear gas near the National Assembly, the parliament, when a number of young
protesters started damaging property toward the end of a rally that had been peaceful.” [3] This
statement was published by the New Anticapitalist Party (NPA) on 20 November 2020.[NBN]

Yesterday evening we learned that the Interior Ministry sent a letter notifying the Collective Against Islamophobia in
France (CCIF) of its intention to initiate legal proceedings to dissolve it. Minister of Interior Gérald Darmanin is thus
carrying out his threats to act “in accordance with the instructions of the President of the Republic and the Prime
Minister.”

By attacking an organization in this way that fights Islamophobic violence and discrimination, particularly through its
support for victims and the publication of an annual report cataloguing Islamophobia in France, the authorities are
taking a further step in their authoritarian policy.

The content of the legislative bill on “separatism” (now renamed “reinforcing the republican principles”) has just been
made public, confirming that the government is intensifying its authoritarian and Islamophobic headlong rush. The
government’s desire to silence the CCIF and, through it, those who stand up against stigmatization and
discrimination against Muslims, is revolting.

Thus, the Minister of the Interior seeks to ban the denunciation of police violence and simultaneously wants to ban
the denunciation of Islamophobia. Everyone must understand that these are two sides of the same policy, the
objective of which is to silence any criticism of their “republican order” at a time when the government’s own
bankruptcy in the management of the health crisis makes it fear social explosions.

The NPA condemns this attack on the CCIF and assures its leaders and volunteers of our complete support in their
indispensable work against Islamophobia. All social movements and the workers’ movement that should stand up
against this new authoritarian measure: the future of the anti-racist fight is at stake as well as social struggles of all
kinds.

20 November 2020

Translated by No Borders News.

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate

then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.

[1] See “After the drama of Conflans-Sainte-Honorine: anger, solidarity, rejection of amalgams” and “After the horror in Nice, reject the logic of war
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”.

[2] The Guardian, 27 October 2020 “Muslim backlash against Macron gathers pace after police raids”.

[3] France 24, 18 October 2020 “Journalists, human rights groups protest new French security bill banning images of police”.
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