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For the cancellation of debts and dropping of the “free trade” agreements

To addressthe Corona pandemic and its sever e consequences: the need to break with the
tools of imperialist domination over our peoples. indebtednessand " freetrade’ agreements.

The people of North Africa and the Middle East/The Arab region are facing a great ordeal in light of the global health
crisis caused by the Corona virus pandemic. The latter revealed the depth of the destruction that capitalism has
unleashed on mankind and nature. The dominant classes are trying to guarantee profits for the major companies and
banks at the expense of the working classes (in its broad sense) as well as small-scale producers. These are found
in the frontlines, moving the production wheel, risking their lives in the worst conditions of exploitation. The
imperatives of quarantine increase their suffering with the absence of a decent public health sector hollowed by
decades of neoliberal policies. In particular, women bear the brunt of this exceptional situation, whether in the
workplace or at home.

There has been an accumulation of experiences of popular struggles for more than forty years against the policies of
neo-colonialism, dependency, and the unequal exchange imposed on us by the imperial decision-centers, with the
complicity of governments and existing political systems in our countries. It exploded in the form of a massive
revolutionary process, the first of which began with the revolution in Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, Libya and Syria (end of
2010 - early 2011), and the second phase with the revolutions in Sudan, Algeria, Lebanon and Iraq (end of 2018 -
beginning of 2019). The masses in the streets and squares expressed their will to be free from oppression and
tyranny, and they demanded freedom and social justice.

We, as organizations, movements, and networks of resisting groups of workers, women, youth, oppressed
nationalities and minorities, cling to the demands of this revolutionary process and strive to achieve it. We will not
allow the Corona pandemic to be used to consolidate the counter-revolution and eradicate our democratic
aspirations, nor will we accept the continued neoliberal austerity measures that generalize poverty and
unemployment and establish a general framework of social inequality. More than ever, and very urgently, the current
context stresses the need to intensify cooperation and collective thinking to lay the foundations of a society of
freedom, dignity and social justice, values that our peoples have demanded for long.

hebys mobilize in order to cancel the public
ebts

Public indebtedness constitutes a system of plundering our wealth and subjecting our peoples to the global
imperialist system. Debt services absorb every year the social budgets of our countries. Public health spending is
significantly less than the minimum levels set by the World Health Organization. It is necessary to stop repaying
public debts to provide the necessary financial liquidity in order to face the Corona epidemic and to confront the
deepening social and economic crisis. Likewise, all forms of privatization of public services must be halted. Priority
should be given to developing a public health sector and developing free and good health and medical care systems.

The demand for cancellation of external debt has always been among the popular demands in our region since the
debt crisis and the structural adjustment programmes that followed in the early eighties. Tunisia and Egypt
campaigned to cancel the odious debts contracted by the dictators who were ousted by the revolutions. Initiatives
have emerged in the recent Lebanese popular movement calling for stopping the payment of debts and enacting a
program of social, food and health protection reforms for the population. In the context of the Corona crisis at the
global level, calls for stopping the payment of public debts of countries from the Global South increased. Therefore,
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we must continue to mobilize at the level of our region to impose a unilateral and sovereign moratorium on debt
repayments in our countries that are threatened by a humanitarian catastrophe due to the absence of conditions to
cope with the Corona outbreak. Popular control must also be established over the funds that will be freed by stopping
the payments, which must be spent first on health needs and support for the groups mostly affected by the Corona
crisis. The moratorium on repayments must be coupled with the establishment of mechanisms for auditing public
debts that would enable the majority of citizens to be involved in identifying the illegitimate, odious and illegal
sections of these debts, which must be cancelled and entirely revoked. The freed up resources will be allocated to
implement economic, social and environmental measures that derive their foundations from the basic needs of the
working classes, small-scale producers and marginalized groups in general.

The cancellation of public debt will inevitably entails the need to break with the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. These two institutions have supported the dictatorial regimes in our region, aligned themselves with
the major imperialist powers and the Zionist state in Israel in order to curb the revolutionary process, and have
continued to deepen indebtedness and adapt our economies to serve multinational companies and major financial
speculators globally. The emancipation of our peoples from the yoke of tyranny will not be complete without creating
this rupture from the centres of imperialist decision-making.

lllegal private debts

Public debts are paid at the expense of the deteriorating social conditions of the majority of the working and popular
classes and their low annual income. This situation forces them, in turn, to borrow from banks, housing, consumption
and micro-credit institutions at high interest rates. In the context of the economic crisis exacerbated by the outbreak
of the Corona pandemic, unemployment will rise and the difficulties of these groups in covering living, health and
education expenses will increase. The indebtedness of small-scale producers, such as the toiling peasants, who live
through a severe process of impoverishment that threatening their own existence, will be exacerbated. Hence the
necessity of calling for stopping the payment of various debts, organizing a popular campaign to investigate all forms
of plunder and unfair conditions imposed by financial sector institutions, and scrutinizing the illegitimate and illegal
foundations to cancel repaying these loans.

Nattionalization / socialisation of the banking
sector

To emphasise social and environmental priorities, it is crucial to establish an interest-free public borrowing system
rather than promoting loans with interests that develop profits for financial capital. This, in turn, assumes the
socialisation of the banking sector, that is, confiscation without any compensation for the major shareholders in
banks, and linking it to the public sector under popular control. Socialisation has a much more radical content than
nationalisation, which may be limited to the state buying the shares of the big capitalists at high prices. It is this
radical content that was strongly proposed in the recent Lebanese popular movement when active groups demanded
the fall of the rule of banks, the fall of the ruling oligarchy, the condemnation of corrupt officials, and the building of an
economy based on social justice.

Cancelling,the"free trade" agreements
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The "free trade" agreements are neo-colonial agreements that have been imposed on our peoples. They deepen
dependency and trade deficits, increased our reliance on food imports from the global speculative markets, and
destroy productive activities, livelihoods, and permanent employment opportunities. These agreements generalised
the dominance of multinationals and part of the big local capital over lucrative economic sectors, over public services,
including health and medicines, and insured the protection of their "rights" through intellectual property and patent
laws. The so-called new generation of free trade agreements includes all areas of economic, social, cultural,
environmental areas, as is the case with the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements (DCFTA and ALECA
in French) for Morocco and Tunisia, countries that are still withnessing some mobilisations to prevent the imminent
signing. Thus, "free trade" agreements, along with public debts, constitute the tools of imperialist domination over our
countries. They must be abolished and we must put forward alternatives around trade cooperation that respond to
the needs of peoples and are based on equality, justice and complementarity. These alternatives shall give priority to
small-scale and localised channels of exchange in the North and the South, and strengthen direct relations between
producers and consumers. Achieving this requires building an independent local industrial economy centred on food
sovereignty and based on democracy and solidarity. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen the rupture with the
institutions of world capital, including the World Trade Organization.

Summary

We, the signatories of this call, and in support of the gains of the popular uprisings for democracy, freedom and
social justice in our region, we demand:

— A unilateral and sovereign halt of public debts payments, and the allocation of funds to public health, and in support
of vulnerable groups affected by the Corona crisis,

— A citizen audit of public debts to determine their illegitimate, odious and illegal components and imposing their
cancellation,

— Stopping the payment of private debts by needy families, small-scale producers, small peasants and daily workers,
and organising actions against banks, housing, consumption and micro-credit institutions,

— Examining all forms of plunder and unfair conditions imposed by financial sector institutions in private loan
contracts, and highlighting the illegal and unlawful grounds for their cancellation,

— Cancelling the "free trade" agreements and the DCFTAs for Tunisia and Morocco,

— Making a break with the trinity of global capital: the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the World
Trade Organization.

We also call for:

— Setting up a large popular committee to audit the debts of our countries at the regional level that includes all
segments of society, including associations, unions, networks, progressive parties, youth, women, and the
unemployed, etc.

— Supporting the campaign to reject the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements (DCFTAs, ALECA in
French) in Tunisia, and give it a regional dimension.

— Organizing a strong regional campaign, united in its goals and timeline, to denounce the colonial content of the free
trade agreements as well as the plunder of the wealth of our peoples through debt mechanisms.

— Organising a popular forum, to be held after the end of the Corona virus crisis in North Africa and the Middle East
to deepen the debate and exchange experiences in order to expand the struggle against debts and "free trade"
agreements.

Click here to sign the petition.

List of preliminary signatories

« Al Warcha media collective for socio-economic rights - Tunisia
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* Tunisian Observatory of Economy - Tunisia

e ATTAC-CADTM - Morocco

*  Working Group of Food Sovereignty - Tunisia

» The Initiative of Support for Cooperatives - Egypt

* North African Food Sovereignty Network

e« Women and Youth Union Forum - Iraq

e Socialist Workers' Party - Algeria

* Nomad 08 Association - Tunisia

* Tunisian Platform of Alternatives - Tunisia

» Mauritanian Network for Social Work - Mauritania

« Association "Intervention for Sustainable Fishing" - Mauritania

* Awareness Association - Sudan

e Million Rural Women - Tunisia

» Association "Social and Economic Research - Mohamed Ali El Hammi - Tunisia
* The Socialist National Demaocratic Party - Tunisia

* Bread and Freedom Party (in the process of constitution) - Egypt

* The Pole Party (Al Qotb) - Tunisia

* The Revolutionary Democratic National Youth Organisation "Kifah" - Tunisia
* The Right to Water Forum in the Arabic Region

* Mada Youth Network - Lebanon

* Al-Mounadila Current - Morocco

« Arab Forum of Alternatives - Lebanon

« National Union of Fishers - Coastal and Offshore fishing - Morocco

e Moroccan Commission for Human Rights - Morocco

« National Coordination of North African Food Sovereignty Network (represents 25 organisations) - Morocco
e "Matssalounach" Campaign - Tunisia

e Workers' Club for Awareness and Solidarity - Morocco

e lragi Social Forum - Iraq

e Information Centre for Research and Development - Iraq

* Network of Solidarity and the Protection of Environment - Mauritania
* Moroccan Association of Human Rights - Morocco

* Sport Against Violence - Iraq

» Association "Work for the Treatment of Heart Disease Sufferers" - Mauritania
« "Shakoufian" Organisation - Iraq

* Tadhamun (Solidarity) - Iraq

« Candles for Equality Association - Morocco

» Association "Green Tunisia" - Tunisia

» Association "Health for the People" - Tunisia

* Modernity and Democracy Forum - Morocco

* National Federation of Education/lUMT, democratic current - Morocco
* Workers' Services Association - Morocco

PS:

If you like this article or have found it useful, please consider donating towards the work of International Viewpoint. Simply follow this link: Donate
then enter an amount of your choice. One-off donations are very welcome. But regular donations by standing order are also vital to our continuing

functioning. See the last paragraph of this article for our bank account details and take out a standing order. Thanks.
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